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Caught between '"monolingualism" and "bilingualism'": The conflicts faced by heritage
language speakers

Mitsuyo Sakamoto, Sophia University

Through his linguistic interdependence hypothesis, Cummins (2021) has long argued that both the first
language (L1) and the second language (L2) are supported by a common underlying proficiency (CUP),
challenging the earlier notion that L1 prevented L2 acquisition. In recent years, along with increasing
globalization, bilingualism has become a positive concept, bilingualism and bilingual practices
deemed desirable by many. However, in this talk, I would like to propose a multifaceted, multilayered,
and complex understanding of bilingualism, rather than a simplistic view that "bilingualism = good”.
Recently, translanguaging (Garcia & Li, 2014), which focuses on the uniqueness and complexity of
the language system of bilingual children, has attracted attention, and there is a movement to
appreciate the linguistic repertoire of bilingual children as their unique linguistic system, rather than
assess them as separate named languages. However, this movement is also a double-edged sword for
heritage language learners, who have been caught between the notions of "(native-speaker)
monolingualism" and "bilingualism". In the past, applied linguistics has focused specifically on
language acquisition, with the ultimate goal of mastering a language to the level of that of native
speaker. However, in this presentation, theoretical concepts including raciolinguistics (Rosa & Flores,
2017), which views language and race as a unity, sociocultural theory (Vygotsky, 1986), which focuses
on the interaction of micro- and macro, and posthumanism (Pennycook, 2018), which considers
language acquisition as a part of various phenomena rather than focusing solely on the language learner,
will be explored by referring to the language acquisition and maintenance among Nikkei documented

in life history research pertaining to bilingual and trilingual child-rearing in Canada and Brazil.
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