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Rapid Language Shift in Language Islands and Its Factors
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This presentation analyzes the factors that have contributed to the rapid language shift observed in Tkawa
village since the 1950s. The village was an 'island of languages,' geographically isolated and with dialects
distinct from those of the surrounding area. However, due to the rapid decline and aging of the population,
the number of lkawa dialect speakers has decreased to approximately 200. This study conducted a
linguistic survey of 55 dialect speakers ranging from teenagers to villagers in their 90s to determine the
decline of the dialect. The rapid language shift was analyzed through ethnographic interviews and
participant observation. The results suggest that the decline of Tkawa dialect was accelerated by two main
factors: Prewar education emphasized the use of Standard Japanese, while the development of
transportation and the spread of media led to a conversion to Standard Japanese.' These factors, combined
with negative evaluations of Tkawa dialect upon entering high school or starting work, have contributed to

the breakdown of language transmission between generations.
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