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The proprietive suffix -LEEX

e 16 allomorphs:

-laax, -leex, -loox, &ecex, -daax, -deex, -doox, egbex,
-taax, -teex, -toox, etcex, -naax, -Neex, -N00X, GeveX.
Suffixes to a noun stem, or a noun-like derived stem
¢ ‘having’ or ‘with’

Possessive use

o Attributive
(1) S @s0-00x kihi
3 childLEex person

‘a person having three children’

* Predicative
2) semen ys kinigéeex
Semen 3 bookEEX:COR3sG
‘Semen has three books.’

* NP
(3) attaax  satuw-nw kwtta argusta-s-pat
horsetEEX pedestriamcc with  travelREG-PRESNEG:3SG
‘A'man on a horse does not travel with a pedestrian. (saying)’

Non-possessive (1): Associative

¢ When the host is an animate noun

(4) aurgunnaax semen ostuol-lar-gar  olor-du-lar
NiurgunieEEX Semen tabl@0OssS3PL  Sit-PAST3PL
‘Niurgun and Semen sat at the table.’

(5) furgunpaax semen-i noex-pyt-ym
NiurguniEEX Semenacc scoldPAST1SG
‘| scolded Niurgun and Semen.’

Similarity to the comitative
¢ When [NB-leex NR] is the subject

(4) furgunhaax semen ostuol-lan-gar olor-du-lar
NiurgunLEEX Semen table0oss3pPL sit-PAST3PL
‘Niurgun and Semen sat at the table.’

(6) furgunhwwn semen ostuol-lan-gar olor-du-lar
Niurgun-com Semen table@oss3pPL sit-PAST3PL
‘Semen sat at the table with Niurgun.’

Non-possessive (2): Approximant plural

e When [NP-leex] is “headless”
(@) wuutadaax  bygyn kuorak-ka kiir-el-ler
teachemEex today citybAT g0.intoPRES3PL
‘The teacher and others are going into the city today.’

(8) wuutaldar bygyn kuorak-ka kiir-el-ler
teacherPL today citybAT g0.intoPRES3PL
‘The teachers are going into the city today.’

« With an interrogativéim ‘who’
(9) kim ‘who 6G) kim-neex ‘who ¢L)’ * kim-ner
who WhOLEEX who-PL
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Non-possessive (3):
Attendant circumstance

¢ With an inanimate noun
* Qualifies predicates, instead of NPs
(10)  aso-but tajastaax utuj-but
child-Poss1pL clothestEEX  sleepPAST.3SG
‘Our child fell asleep with her clothes.’

(11) suntaar bahlug-a elbex kehileex kel-le
Suntar governorOSsS3sG many gifttEEX CcOmePAST.3SG
‘The governor of Suntar has come with many gifts.’

Non-possessive (4): Experience

e When [VN-leex] is a predicate, and VN is in the past tense
* “VN” is short for verbal nouns, derived from verbal stems

(12)

asa-hu-n kuwtta
fatherpossisGc-acc with
bultaa-hut-taax-pwn
huntyN.PASTLEEX-COR1SG

ehe-ni
bearacc

‘I have once hunted a bear with my father.’

e The past VN is identical to the finite verb form

(13)

ehe-ni bultaadot-win
bearAcC huntPAST1SG

‘I hunted a bear.’

Non-possessive (5): Necessive

* When [VN-leex] is a predicate, and VN is in the present or futnse
(14) saamaj@®p boppuruch-u &eteex-pyt,

most  fit guestionrACC  raisePAST.3sG
eb-en et-edeex-pin
addev SayVN.PRESLEEX-COR1SG

‘(S)he brought up a very suitable question. | must make an additiond|
comment.’

(15) kiniler ao-loru-n tao  iit-iex-teex-pin-ij
they childPoss3pPL-ACC why  raisevN.FUT-LEEX-COR1SG-Q
‘Why must | raise their child?’

The usage of -LEEX

Host Syntax Function
Possessive ANY Attr./Pred./NP  Nominal derivatign
Associative Animate Attr. Nominal inflection
Approximant plural Animate NP Nominal inflectionf?
Attendant circumstance Inanimate Adv. Adv. derivation?
Experience Past VN Pred. Verbal inflection?|
Necessive Pres./Fut. VN Pred. Verbal inflection?

Concluding remarks

* Wide-ranging use of the identical suffix
e Semantically common ground ‘having’

« Inflectional or derivational?
¢ N-PL-POSSCASE
(16)  suana-laax taagar-daax Zaxtar
value+EEX stonePL-LEEX lady
‘a lady with (valuable) jewels’

Abbreviations

ACC
CcoM
copP
Ccv
DAT
FUT
NEG
PL
POSS
PRES
REC
SG
VN

accusative
comitative
copula
converb
dative
future
negative
plural
possessive
present
reciprocal/associative
singular
verbal noun




